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Principal’s Report 

Excellence  Innovation Success 

As we come to the end of another very busy term I reflect on how many opportunities this school is able to offer our students.  

This week we saw Year 12 graduate in a celebration of their six years at the school and their growth into a group of wonderful 

young men and women ready to take on the world, ably prepared by the staff who have truly demonstrated what it is to value, 

know and care for each child.  

This term we have marvelled at the quality of the major works produced by our Society and Culture, Visual Arts, Drama, Dance, 

Music, Industrial Technology and Design and Technology students. We look forward to them being able to produce their best 

work also in the upcoming written Higher School Certificate examinations. 

Many extra curricular activities have provided students with experiences to learn outside the classroom in myriad areas 

including public speaking, Tournament of Minds,  Essay Competition and Southern Stars.  

Most faculties have also offered excursions to support the learning in the classroom.   

The first Japan Study Tour for Woonona High School has been another opportunity for students. I have arrived in Japan to join 

the second half of the Tour and have seen the students grow in confidence, intercultural understanding and resilience.  

The past week has seen Ms Matthews and Mr Thistlethwaite travel to the western region of Japan and partake in some very 

unique Japanese cultural experiences such as the ancient capitals of Nara and Kyoto, as well as a moving experience at the 

Peace Park in Hiroshima.  

The students spent a day in the life of a Tokyo school kid at our sister school Kitazono High School and are now experiencing 

homestay with the buddies they hosted in Wollongong in August.  

Next week will be spent with more adventures unique to the life of a Tokyoite.  

I am excited to announce that rather than offering the Japan Study Tour again in 2021 as previously announced, we are able to 

offer it to current Year 9 and 10 students in 2020. More information will be available early next term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a wonderful holiday and make 

sure you make time to do lots of the 

things you love, with the people you 

love the most. 
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Year 12 Graduation 

On Wednesday 25 September we farewelled our Year 12, 2019 cohort with a lavish graduation ceremony followed by morning 

tea with family, friends and teachers in the garden. During the ceremony, academic, community and sporting awards were 

presented and there were heartfelt speeches from Principal Ms David and the two Year Advisers, Mrs Rayner and Mr De Main. 

We wish Year 12 students all the best for their HSC examinations and their future endeavours. 

Major Awards presented included: 

Excellence  Innovation Success 

J.N. Webster Trophy for  Service to the School       Awarded To:    Phoebe Austin and Angus Smart 

Woonona Lions Club Trophy for Service to the School   Awarded To:  Maggie Esdale, Bronte Sweeny and 

Ruby Thompson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outstanding Academic Achievement Award  Awarded To:   Phoebe Austin  

Excellent Academic Achievement Awards    Awarded To:  Casey Bray, Owen Thomas, Indah De Rome,  Dylan Tyler 

 Most Conscientious Student Award      Awarded To:  Max Chadburn 

Work Related Alternative Pathways Awards   Awarded to:  Luke Crimston, Narran Ping 

Principal’s Awards     Awarded to:     Max Chadburn,  Lachlan Cosier,  Ella Dun, Maggie Esdale,  Jacob Keene,  Chloe Moon, 

 Caitlin O’Flynn, Lalita Protsenko 

The Mike Dwyer Memorial Prize     Awarded To:    Indah De Rome 

L Lyon Performing Arts Award     Awarded To:    Ethan W Johnson and Ruby Thompson 

ANSTO Prize      Awarded To:    Lachlan Cosier and Phoebe Austin 

ADF Long Tan Leadership and Teamwork Award    Awarded To: Phoebe Austin  

Reuben F Scarf Award    Awarded to: Phoebee Noe 

NSW Representative in Sport Award and the Member for Cunningham Award    Awarded To:     Zara Sharman 

Woonona High School Medal     Awarded To: Phoebe Austin 

The parents, staff and students assembled to farewell our Year 12 students were treated to some fantastic musical 

entertainment during the ceremony. Phoebe Austin and Lalita Protsenko performed “Eliza Aria” and Paige Townsend 

performed “Pink Moon”. There was also a surprise performance by our Year 12 Music class. 
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Time to Celebrate! 

After the formal ceremony it was time to celebrate! There were lots of smiles, and a few tears as students, friends, family and 

teachers gathered on the lawn for a delicious buffet and took the time to congratulate each other and reflect on their time 

here at WHS. 

Excellence  Innovation Success 

It was a special day for our Year 12 students and a big thank you must go to our teaching and office staff as well as Mrs Mete 

and Ms Barbuto for the organisation and catering  for this event.  
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HSC CAPA and TAS Showcase 

On Wednesday 4th September our Year 12 Music, Drama, Visual Arts and Industrial Technology students displayed their major 

works with a combined HSC Showcase. The night provided a wonderful insight into some of our more creative HSC subjects 

and the feedback from everyone who attended was extremely positive. We are very proud of the outstanding work that our 

talented students have produced  - the standard was excellent. Congratulations to all students and staff involved and good luck 

in the upcoming written HSC exams.  

We would also like to thank the wonderful students, ex-students and professional musicians who accompanied our students, 

including the beautiful string trio, energetic rock band and awesome jazz combo. Our students always lift their performances 

and really enjoy working with their ensembles. Many of our ex-students learn numerous songs every year for our HSC students 

and they also assist with arrangements, technical production and tutoring. A huge thank you to Caitlyn Davies (Year 11), Sky 

Bardsley (Year 10) and Max Lynch (Year 9) for their help with technical production and all of the musicians listed below for 

accompanying and tutoring our HSC students this year – we really appreciate it.  

HSC Ensembles Musicians and Tutors: Liesa Adlington, Mrs R Arnold, David Arnold, Emma Black***, Jesse Cleal, Liv 

Cleal, Lucy Crighton, Caitlyn Davies (Yr 11), Hayden Enthaler, Liv Fripp***, Ethan W Johnson (Yr 12), Paddy Kelly, Louisa Lovasz, 

Corey McCrossin***, Izak Lucas-Parr***, Ruby Martin (Yr 8), Miss R Sharp, Zac Tynan, Tyler Wade (Yr 9), Keelah Walker (Yr 10) 

*** Ex-Music Students of Woonona High School 

Excellence  Innovation Success 
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Unplugged 28 

On Tuesday 24th September we held our 28th Unplugged Concert, the final one for our Year 12 students. Usually featuring 

mainly live acoustic music, this Unplugged was a little different to most, as it featured several performances from Year 10 and 

11 music assessments including an interesting piece using a loop pedal. We also heard a few HSC pieces and were treated to a 

sneak preview of our upcoming production of Wicked with a beautiful duet from Elphaba and Glinda. Thank you to everyone 

who attended and congratulations to all involved.  

Our wonderful cast will be busily learning their lines this 

holiday as we begin the countdown to our production in early 

December. We have started organising costumes and look 

forward to working with our sets next term. There are a lot of 

technical and design elements involved in this show and we will 

still need to source a lot of equipment.  

If you are interested in becoming a sponsor for our show, we 

would love to hear from you! All donations will help to create a 

more professional experience for our crew and will be 

acknowledged in the program. Keep checking the newsletter 

for updates and photos – no rest for the Wicked! 

No Rest for the Wicked! 
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National Health and Physical Education Day 

Excellence  Innovation Success 

On Thursday 12th September Woonona High School celebrated National Health and Physical Education Day! Being the first 

time Woonona High School has celebrated the day, the PE staff kicked it off by providing over 100 free smoothies and healthy 

breakfasts to students. Recess saw the inaugural NHPE Day Handball Tournament and during lunch there was a touch football 

and basketball competition with lots of participants from across the year groups getting involved. The showpiece event was 

the Staff vs Students basketball game in which the staff once again dominated, running out winners. The PDHPE faculty would 

like to thank all who got involved and hope you enjoyed all your fantastic prizes donated by local businesses. 
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Science Report 

YEAR 8 ILLAWARRA FLY EXCURSION 

On Tuesday 24th September, Year 8 visited the Illawarra Fly as a part of the Ecosystems topic they are currently studying. The 

students enjoyed a guided tour through the treetops in which they explored the interactions between the organisms which 

lived there. Students were able to identify abiotic and biotic factors that affect organisms in a rainforest ecosystem and 

observed many different animal habitats. 

The walk was an experience for many students, testing their fitness! Some were able to climb to the top of the staircase, 

whilst others felt a bit giddy and stayed at the bottom. The weather was perfect for us and the escarpment put on a stunning 

show.  

Excellence  Innovation Success 
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Year 7 have been studying a chemistry topic this term. They have used a range of techniques such as filtration, 

chromatography and evaporation to separate a range of mixtures. Students were also given the opportunity to design their 

own experiment to separate a sample of muddy water. Students were original is their designs and collaborated well to 

successfully complete the task. Thank you to the parents that assisted their children with this task. They were very excited to 

complete it in class.       

Year 9 have been studying electricity and energy efficiency. Students have collaborated to make a range of electrical circuits 

and solve scientific problems. Many classes have been looking at the environmental impacts coal powered electricity has had 

on our environment and alternative sources we have available. This is a hot topic at the moment, especially with they climate 

strike that students felt very passionately about.  

Year 10 have just completed a topic on our universe. This allowed for some very interesting questions about our origin and 

where we may end up. Students explored our galaxy and the life cycle of stars. New discoveries by the Hubble Telescope were 

fascinating to some students and a few were keen to be our future astronauts! 

We wish all our Year 12 students the best of luck in their HSC exams. For everyone else, we hope you have a safe and relaxing 

holiday and feel rejuvenated and ready to start term 4.  

Woonona Science Team 

Science Report cont. 

Excellence  Innovation Success 
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SUMMER SPORT 

Term 4 at Woonona High school is a 

recreational sport unit. Students will 

participate in sports in the local area. 

Many sports will have a cost as they are 

run by an outside provider.  

The sports on offer for Term 4 ARE: golf at 

Russell Vale, beach sports and fitness, 

park fitness, Fernwood girls fitness, WBRSL fitness, fitness in the school gym, surfing, surf survival certificate, walking, ten pin 

bowling, lap swimming at Woonona pool, CAPA performance (dancers, musicians, singers, aerialists, artists), volunteering, 

yoga at school, Learn to Surf at Bellambi beach, skateboarding at school and skate parks, footy at Nicholson Park and school 

sport for each year. Students are in the process of choosing their sport. 

All Year 10 students have been 

participating in classes preparing them for 

Work Experience. During Work Experience 

preparation all students complete a ‘Safe 

at Work’ test on line as well as compose a 

resume and learn interview skills. 

All Year 10 students are expected to 

participate in Work Experience from 

November 25-20 (Week 7, Term 4). All 

students have been provided packages of 

paper work for parents and host 

employers. Students must return 

completed ‘Student Placement 

Records’ (SPR) as well as ‘Permission to 

Travel With Host Employer’ (if required) by 

November 15 to accommodate checking, 

validating and copying of documents on 

time for November 25. 

If students do not have the Work 

Experience packages they may obtain 

them at the Careers Office. 

****Reminder; Resumes are due to be 

handed in on Friday October 18 before 

8am at the Careers Office. 

John Chamberlain 

Year 10 Work Experience 
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 Forty five students from the Year 12 cohort have been invited to ‘Early Admission’ engagements at the University of 

Wollongong. The ‘early admission’ application process considers student performance in Year 11 as well as looking at other 

factors to determine a student’s suitability for university study.  All students are expected to maintain their level of 

achievement throughout Higher School Certificate exams. 

As in past years Dr Noelene Weatherby-Fell, Head of Students in the School of Education, visited to Woonona High School to 

help students prepare for their engagements. All of the students were reassured that at this stage they are on the path to 

admission and advised that they only needed to represent themselves well and sincerely. 

All of the students were called upon to contribute to a thorough discussion of interview techniques and gently advised how to 

best approach interviews calling upon their own strengths and experiences. Both Dr Weatherby-Fell and I were impressed by 

the students’ thoughtful responses. 

Mr Chamberlain 

Careers Adviser 

University of Wollongong ‘Early Admission’ 

Excellence  Innovation Success 
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Spider Day for Kidzwish 

Excellence  Innovation Success 

On Thursday 26 September the SRC sold ice cream spiders at recess to raise money for Kidzwish. This is part of a Community of 

Schools (COS)-wide fundraising effort.  

On the day we raised $120.50 for Kidzwish. Our local primary schools were also having fundraisers for Kidzwish, Wednesday 

and Thursday of last week. 

Kidzwish is a local foundation that advocates that “No Illawarra and South Coast child who is sick, disadvantaged or with a 

disability will fall through the gaps in the system”.  That’s is their goal and their aim is to provide support, love and laughter to 

these children. 

Each year more than 700 people contribute 5,000 unpaid hours at the numerous fundraising events that are held through the 

year. Volunteers are a vital part of their success and KidzWish acknowledge these volunteers and thank them for their efforts 

and all the support they give to their cause.  

Support programs include: Speech Pathology, Occupational Therapy & Group Therapy Classes, Love Programs, Music & Dance 

Classes, Sports Exercise Classes , Wishesand Laughter Programs as well as KidzWish Children’s Christmas Party and Family 

Experiences. 
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Year 9 IST Coding MINECRAFT with Python  

The Year 9 Information & Software Technology class travelled to the Sydney Powerhouse Museum on Friday 6th September to 

participate in a workshop that taught our students with the basics in Python coding. This allowed them to gain an 

understanding of the Python language syntax and an introduction in customising the Minecraft game.  

This training day was organised so our students could implement into practice their knowledge gained from competing in the 

exhaustive 5 week National Grok Python Challenge. The majority of students achieved an exemplary result with individual 

certificates issued to many students. 

Students were taught to learn how to control flow structures in Python by using loops and conditional statement allowing them 

to construct more complex buildings with Minecraft blocks. This workshop also called upon our student learners’ maths skills 

by asking them to use mathematical expressions to create geometric structures such as spheres. An example of their work is 

shown below. 

 

The students were a credit to our school with not only their exemplary behaviour but their enthusiasm and knowledge 

displayed on the day.  

The day was then completed by enjoying a beautiful lunch in Chinatown. 
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 With the HSC examinations starting soon coming up, I would like to 

remind senior students about the many HSC resources available in the 

library. There are study guides and NESA Exam workbooks on all 

subjects offered at Woonona High. 

 

HSC RESOURCES  

Virtual Reality  (VR) 

Virtual Reality is a tool increasingly being used by teachers at 

Woonona High School to enhance engagement and provide a more 

authentic learning experience for students. 

This week Year 7 History were taken on a virtual excursion to Ancient 

Egypt. They were taken inside the Great Pyramid of Giza to explore a 

pharaoh’s tomb. They were also shown intricate paintings depicting 

the pharaoh’s passing into the afterlife and various objects he would 

off taken with him. 

 Ancient Egyptians worshipped hundreds of gods and goddesses and 

saw the physical world as an extension of the spiritual world and built 

many elaborate temples to provide homes for them. Using  VR,  gave 

the students an opportunity to view the intricate carvings, large 

statues and decorative paintings inside these temples. 

R.U .O .K?  DAY 

This week the library supported RUOK? Day with a display explaining 

the reasons behind this important day and what students could do 

to help.  

 ROUK? Day is an annual day in September dedicated to remind 

people to ask family, friends and colleagues the question, "R U OK?", 

in a meaningful way, because connecting regularly and meaningfully 

is one thing everyone can do to make a difference and even save 

lives. R U OK? is a not-for-profit suicide prevention organisation 

founded by Australians, Gavin Larkin and Janina Nearn in 2009. In a 

12 month period, it is estimated that 65,000 Australians make a 

suicide attempt, with an average of 2,320 people suiciding every 

year.  

In fact, around 45 per cent of Australians will experience mental 

illness in their lifetime, while 20 per cent are affected every year. 

The Foundation works collaboratively with experts in suicide 

prevention and mental illness, as well as government departments, 

corporate leaders, teachers, universities, students and community 

groups. If you are looking for information on ways you can 

contribute to the cause, or help someone you know, the R UOK? Day 

website provides extensive resources.  https://www.ruok.org.au/ 

Excellence  Innovation Success 

https://www.ruok.org.au/
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Book Club 

 This week our guest speaker was Mrs Hubscher from our 

Learning Support team.  

Many students were surprised to learn that Mrs Hubscher was 

a keen reader of classical fiction. Her favourite novel of is Jane 

Eyre by Charlotte Bronte. 

I spoke about the Shatter Me Series, a young adult dystopian thriller written by 

Tahereh Mafi. The book is narrated by Juliette, a 17-year-old girl with a lethal 

touch and is unusual in that it contains passages and lines that have been 

crossed out. This series is fast paced and a great read. 

Mrs Roddis 

Teacher/ Librarian 

At the beginning of each term students are set a points target to reach by the end of term.  Every student ’s target is individual 

and based on their reading ability and a set amount of reading time each day. 

Once they have reached their target they receive a special award outlining their achievements and a $5 canteen voucher. 

Reaching their target before the end of term is a significant achievement, as it indicates that they are reading more than the 

required amount each night. 

Congratulations to the following students on achieving their targets so early: 

Year 7   Chris Hamlet, Matthew Campbell, Sage Horsley, Jayden Kiss, Emry Croft, Imogen James, Zoe Simpson, Poppy Treloar, 

Lily Morton King, Zoe Gava, Charlotte McIntyre, Macy Craig, Leah Foord, Evie McLarnen, Bonnie Newall,  Jai Clode- Walsh,  Zoie 

Carruthers 

Year 8  Maddison Bryant , Dechlan Carter, Amelia Elliot,  Jemma Howarth,  Oneli Ruberu,  Kayla Turner,  Ayla Bartkowiak,   

Zacary Downie,  Jacob Hammer 

Excellence  Innovation Success 
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Canteen Price List 
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 Term Calendar 
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DATE                                          EVENT                                                                                

14/10/2019                                Wellbeing Week   

14/10/2019                               Year 11/12 Life Ready Program   

15/10/2019                               Year 11/12 Life Ready Program   

17/10/2019                               HSC Examinations   start 

21/10/2019                               Open Night    6pm                                                                        

24/10/2019                               Year 7 Taronga Zoo                                                                

 30/10/2019                              Wright/Sim Shield   

31/10/2019                               Year 10 IST  Digital Video Editing excursion  

1/11/2019                                  Newsletter published   

4/11/2019                                  Year 9: YAM Day  

11/11/2019                                Year 9: YAM Day 2  

12/11/2019                                STAGE 4 Assembly  

18/11/2019                                Year 9: YAM Day 3  

18/11/2019                                Year 12 Construction and Hospitality Work Placement  (all week) 

19/11/2019                                Zone Blues awards  

22/11/2019                                Newsletter published   

25/11/2019                                Year 10 Work Experience  (all week) 

26/11/2019                                Living Books Booking Sessions   

26/11/2019                                Year 6 into 7 Parents Information Evening                                      

27/11/2019                                Lady Elliot Excursion (4 days) 

2/12/2019                                  Wicked - Production Show Week   

3/12/2019                                  Year 6 into 7 Orientation Day  

5/12/2019                                  Living Books Year 9   

5/12/2019                                  UOW In2uni presentation (Year 11)  

6/12/2019                                  Year 7: Gold Rewards Excursion   

12/12/2019                                Presentation Evening                                                             

13/12/2019                                Activities Week 

13/12/2019                                Newsletter published   

17/12/2019                                Variety Night                                                                              

18/12/2019                               Year 12 - ATAR morning tea                                                     
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